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PROCEEDINGS OF THE DOMESTIC COMMITTEE. 


MONTHLY ABSTRACT. 


December 19th, 1836.—The Right Rey. Bishop Onderdonk 
was present, and presided at this meeting. 

The Secretary and General Agent was absent on an official 
visit to Philadelphia. 

The Committee on Southern Missions made their report ; 
whereupon, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That the letter of the Rey. Robert Dyce, dated Key 
West, Noy. 22, 1836, be transmitted to the Church Building 
Society for the West. 

The Special Committee appointed to report the constitution, 
canons, laws, resolutions, and by-laws, obligatory upon, and 
under which this Committee is acting, reported the progress 
they had made in the business confided to them, and asked for 
further power. 

Whereupon, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That the Special Committee appointed to report the 
constitution, canon! ws, resolutions and by-laws, obligatory 
upon, and under which this Committee is acting, be authorized to 
report the same upon such a plan and arrangement as they may 
-deem expedient; and also with such suggestions, additions or 
changes, relative to the laws, resolutions or by-laws passed by 
this Committee, as they may deem expedient. 

Among other communications read at this meeting, was a let- 
ter from the Rey. Samuel L. Lewis, dated Mobile, Alabama, 
November 2, 1836, relative to the Missionary stations at Tusca- 
loosa and Demopolis, and transmitting the constitutional testi- 
monial of the ecclesiastical authority of the Diocese of Alaba- 
ma, in favor of the Rev. Andrew Matthews, and the constitutional 
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consent of the same, to the appointment of the Rey. Lucien B. 
Wright, as a Missionary therein. 


December 26.—The Right Rev. Bishop Onderdonk in the 

~ chair. 

The Secretary and General Agent reported haying writ- 
ten a large number of letters, and having furnished all the 
matter for the domestic department of the first number of the 
second volume of “ The Spirit of Missions.” He further reported 
that, on Sunday, the 18th instant, he officiated in St. Andrew’s 
Church, Philadelphia, in the morning; in St. Stephen’s Church, 
in that city, in the afternoon, and in St. Paul’s Church, Cam- 
den, New-Jersey, in the evening. That the collection for Domes- 
tic Missions in St. Andrew’s was $222; in St. Stephen’s $156, 
and in St. Paul’s, Camden, $11 65. That the day following, 

»Monday 19th, he proceeded to Swedesborough, N. J., and preach- 
ed in Trinity Church in that village in the evening, when a col- 
lection was made for Domestic Missions, amounting to $25. The 
Secretary and General Agent gratefully acknowledged the very 
kind reception which he met with from all these churches, and 
the prompt and cordial co-operation of their respective Rectors. 
He further reported that he had made arrangements with the 
Rector of St. Bartholomew’s Church, in this city, to present the 
claims of Domestic Missions in that church, and to have a collec- 

i Sunday, the 15th of January next, and with the Rector 
of St. Peter’s Church, Baltimore, to preach in his church, and 
have a collection for Domestic Missions, on the second Sunday in 
March. 

The local Secretary reported that, besides attention to his 
other duties, he had written several letters ; and that, having re- 
ceived from the Bishop of New-York a Form of Prayer which 
the Bishop had been requested by this Committee to prepare, to 
be used at its meetings, he had caused the same to be printed. 

A letter was read from the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, 
dated Boston, December 23, 1836, containing the constitutional 
testimonial in favor of the Rey. Petrus 8. Ten Broeck ; where- 
upon, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Rev. Petrus S. Ten Broeck, of the 
Diocese of Maine, be appointed Missionaf# to’ Concord, New- 
Hampshire. 

Numerous other communications were read and acted on at 
this meeting. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That when this Committee adjourns, it will adjourn 
to Monday evening, Jan. 9, 1837. 


January 9, 1837.—The Secretary and General Agent reported 
that, besides having written a number of letters, he had prepared 
a considerable a of the matter for the second number of 
“The Spirit of Missions;” that he had made arrangements to 
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preach and have collections for Domestic Missions in All-Saint’s 
Church, in this city, next Sunday afternoon, and in St. Luke’s 
and St. Clement’s Churches on Sunday, the 22d instant ; that on 
Sunday, the 8th instant (yesterday), he preached in St. Thomas’ 
Church in the morning, when a collection was made amounting 
to nearly eight hundred dollars, and in Zion Church, in the 
afternoon, when the collection amounted to about seventy-five 
dollars. 

The Special Committee appointed to report the constitution, 
canons, laws, resolutions, and by-laws, obligatory upon, and 
under which this Committee is acting, with such alterations or 
suggestions as they may deem expedient, relative to those passed 
by this Committee, made their report. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Ordered, That the said report be laid on the table, and made 
the order for January 23d. 

Among the communications read at this meeting was a letter 
from the Rey. James T. Johnston, dated Alexandria, December 
23, 1856, declining his appointment as substitute to Bishop Gris- 
wold, as preacher of the next annual sermon before the Board 
of Missions. 

Whereupon, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That the Special Committee heretofore appointed to 
nominate the preacher of the next annual sermon before the 
Board of Missions and his substitute, be revived, and that they 
be directed to nominate a substitute to Bishop Griswold, in the 
place of the Rey. James T. Johnston, who declines. 

Many other communications were read, and received the 
action of the Committee at this meeting. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That from and after the current month, the stated 
meetings of this Committee be holden on the first and third 
Mondays of every month. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That when this Committee adjourn, it adjourn to 
meet on the 23d instant. 


a 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOREIGN COMMITTEE. 


MONTHLY ABSTRACT, 


December 20, 1836. Stated mecting —Resolutions were pass- 
ed to the following effect : < ; 

That the several Committees on Missions be instructed to in- 
quire what additions are called for in the Missions already exist- 
ing, and whether any new stations should be proposed. 

That the Committee on Library and Rooms be empowered 
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to procure the requisite periodicals, and to complete those which 
are imperfect. boty 

That the same Committee be authorized to purchase Mission- 
ary publications, together with such standard works as may be 
required for the Library, and for the use of the Missionaries 
abroad, provided the cost do not exceed the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars for the first, or one hundred dollars for any succeed- 
ing year. 

Said Committee reported the purchase of an iron safe for the 
protection of the records of the Committee against fire. _ 

The election of the Rev. Dr. Milnor having occasioned 
some changes in the sub-committees on Missions, the several 
Committees are now as follows : 


On Greece—Rev. Dr. Milnor, Rev. Dr. Cutler, F. 5. Winston. 
China—Rev. Wm. Jackson, J. P. Stagg, J. F. De Peyster. 
Africa—Rey. Dr. Eastburn, Rey. Dr. Milnor, L. Curtis. 
Texas—Rey. Dr. Cutler, H. Cary, L. Curtis. 

Persia—Rev. Dr. Eastburn, J. P. Stagg, H. Cary. 


January 3, 1837. Stated Meeting—The Committee on Per- 
sia was instructed to report as to the time of Rey. Mr. Brown’s 
departure for Persia. 

The Secretary and General Agent was directed to correspond 
with the Rev. Dr. Whitehouse, requesting him, in behalf of the 
Committee, to make special inquiries, while in Palestine, with 
reference to a Mission to that country. 

Advice had been received from Mr. Thomas Sands, of Liver- 
pool, stating that insurance had been effected in London, at a 
very moderate premium, on the property of the Mission at 
Athens. 


OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 


DOMESTIC. 
° 
WISCONSIN. 


Our readers will deeply sympathize with our faithful Mission- 
ary at Duck Creek, in the severe loss which he has sustained by 
the burning of his dwelling-house, furniture, wearing apparel 
and library ; as communicated in the postscript to the following 
letter. It will be perceived that he writes in excellent spirits, 
notwithstanding this providential dispensation. We venture to 
express the hope that his loss will in a measure be made up to 
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him, by the benevolent of our communion. Situated as he is, 
in that almost wilderness, the destruction of his library is a 
- much greater calamity than it would be to most clergymen, who 
could, in such an eyent, have access to the books of other per- 
sons, 


FROM THE REY. SOLOMON DAVIS, MISSIONARY TO THE ONEIDAS, 
AT DUCK CREEK. 


Duck Creek, W. T. Dec. 8, 1836. 

I perceive by the letter of instruction, which you had the 
kindness to send me, that I have been rather a non-conformist, 
so far as the forwarding of my reports is concerned. Provi- 
dence has so ordered it, however, that my delinquency in this 
- respect has been unavoidable. As to the nature and number of 
the Missionary services performed by me, at this station, I have 
not heretofore been particular. The present statement will furnish 
a brief account from the commencement of my labors (the 15th of 
May) up to this date. Besides the usual services on every 
Lord’s day, I have preached the last Friday in each month, on 
the subject of the divine ordinances. This course I have always 
deemed proper to pursue, and am well satisfied of its utility. I 
have administered the Lord’s Supper monthly, and twice have I 
had the happiness of dispensing the same holy ordinance to the 
comfort and strength of the sick and dying. 

Baptisms 11. Preached on nine funeral occasions. Buried 
10. Marriages 2. Communicants, (added 2, died 1) 71. 

The school is to commence on the first day of January next, 
which is as soon as Mr. Sherwood can be conveniently spared 
from his present duties, as an assistant in Green Bay Mission. 

P.S. Duck Creek, Dec. 9—While at Green Bay yesterday, 
with the view of forwarding this report by Chicago mail, I re- 
ceived the unwelcome intelligence of the destruction of my 
dwelling-house by fire. On my return to the Creek, I find that 
not only the house, but nearly all it contained, is reduced to 
ashes! My library, of about five hundred volumes is entirely 
destroyed, as is even our wearing apparel, &c. &c. The fire 
took from the chimney, and the wind being high, the work was 
quick done. 4 

The property (though of little value) which we regard as be- 
longing to your Committee is safe, viz.: the Missionary, his wife 
and daughter ; and, by the blessing of God, are in good health 


and spirits, 
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ILLINOIS. 


FROM THE RIGHT REV. DR. CHASE, BISHOP OF ILLINOIS. 
Robins’ Nest, Peoria Co. Illinois, Nov. 11, 1386. 
On the Southeast section of township, 10 North, and 6 East. 


I have for along time had on my mind the writing of a letter 
to you, in answer to yours of the 9th of June, and that of the 
local Secretary, the Rev. Mr. Carder, of the 15th of September ; 
but not till the present moment have I had the means to do so 
with any tolerable degree of comfort. My family’s refusing to 
remain any longer at Gilead, St. Joseph’s County, Michigan, 
after the conflagration of my dwelling there, and their determina- 
tion—be the fatigues and inconveniences of a wandering life 
what they might—to accompany me in my reconnoitering expe- 
dition in Illinois, opened a new source of anxiety and trouble, 
which has never ceased to increase, with tributary feeders, to the 
present time. I loved them for their attachment to my person, 
and their affectionate desire to minister to my increasing infirmi- 
ties—above all, was I induced to an immediate compliance with 
their wish to accompany me, when I witnessed their willingness 
to endure hardships with me for the Gospel’s sake, and the salva- 
tion of souls. 

We crossed the Grand Prairie directly for Juliet, as I think I 
informed you; whence we visited Chicago. Returning thither, 
and leaving four of our number, Mrs. Russell, my youngest 
son and daughter, and a faithful domestic, in a cabin kindly 
offered to our use by the excellent Hanfords, four miles above 
Juliet, Mrs. Chase and myself, with our dear son Henry (fifteen 
years old) set off for Peoria. The weather was fine, and travel- 
ling slowly along the Dlinois river, with occasional excursions to 
view the interior of the country, we reached that beautiful and 
flourishing town in about a week. Here I found the friends of 
the Church much discouraged by their long neglect of public 
divine service. It pleased me, however, to learn that the hopes I 
had formed of finding a place in this country, suited to the pur- 
poses of our Episcopal School, were not altogether unfounded ; 
and without delay I began the examination of the lands in the 
neighborhood. In this expedition through an unsettled or thinly 
inhabited region, I felt deeply the want of that faithful agent 
whom I had appointed to accompany me from Manlius, New- 
York. I expected him to join me in Chicago ; but in this I was 
sadly disappointed. What was singular in this business, he dis- 
tinctly in his letter accepted the appointment, and evidently re- 
lied onit ; yet told me that although he could not come in August, 
he should expect another letter from me before he set off from 
Manlius, telling him where to come, and where to meet me. 
This letter did not reach me till long after the cares, which the 
writer was appointed to bear, were already on my own shoulders, 
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These were more than you will at first be inclined to believe. A 
large tract of country was to be surveyed, in order to find the 
best situation for a permanent institution, both as respects salu- 
brity of air, beauty of prospect, goodness of soil, purity of wa- 
ter, facilities of obtaining materials for building, and coal for fuel. 
Had I been in possession of the means reasonably expected— 
viz., the agent above alluded to, and my goods from New-York 
and Detroit, especially my tent and travelling utensils, which 
were to be forwarded, my difficulties would have been compara- 
tively small. But these were providentially detained. The ves- 
sel on board of which my goods were embarked at Detroit, was 
six weeks on her passage from that place to Chicago; and the 
difficulties of getting them, even after their arrival at the latter 
place, sent to Peoria, were unexpectedly numerous, vexatious, and 
expensive. To this moment not the half of them have come to 
hand, although I have expended more than a hundred dollars 
extra in sending my son for them. But I will not confuse my 
narrative by improper anticipations. We will return to the sub- 
ject of searching for the site for a school. This was to be effect- 
ed on the Congress lands, not as yet brought into market, yet 
mostly settled by squatters, who claim a pre-emption right. About 
one half of the land also, and that of the best quality, has long 
since been covered by patent titles granted by government to sol- 
diers in the late war. What was left, therefore, offered but a 
poor prospect to my view ; yet poor as it was, for want of a bet- 
ter, I pursued it. As Bishop Kemper, in his visit to the diocese, 
said in a letter addressed to me in London last winter, so I can 
repeat to you now from experience, “‘ We have come into this 
fair inheritance of the Lord too late ;”’ but late as are our move- 
ments, we will not be discouraged. Last spring a year ago, when 
I first entered in this new scene of Episcopal labors, the prime 
of the country, affording all the means of building up a literary 
institution, was open to me; but now it is far otherwise. The 
tide of emigration, and the spirit of speculating in lands, have 
flowed in and passed over the whole state of Illinois ; and those 
who wish to gain by the rise of lands the means of building public 
edifices, must be more rapid in their movements, receive more 
prompt encouragment, or go farther to the west, into newer 
countries, than myself. Yet I am not quite discouraged. The 
township named as the place of my residence at the beginning of 
this letter, according to the best accounts I could obtain, em- 
braced more advantages suited to my purpose, than any other I 
could hear of. Accordingly, for several days and weeks, I made 
my excursions through it. My dear wife accompanied me, while 
the weather was fine, in several of these, taking care to time our 
journeys so as to find our night’s lodging in some cabin in the 
neighboring settlements. In these we were treated with great 
kindness ; and by holding divine service, and preaching the glad 
tidings of mercy through Christ, I have reason to hope my time 
was not uselessly spent. The whole region of country, which 
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we examined, abounds with the best of stone for lime and walls 
of buildings ; also coal for fuel, of a superior quality and unexam- 
pled thickness of stratum, and obtamed with little difficulty. 
That which we have now on our fire has not cost me three cents 
per bushel, and is equal to any I saw burning in the city of Lon- 
don; resembling both in its flame and smell that which they 
term their best. Spring water, which abounds, is pure, and free 
from sulphurous impregnation ; and the face of the land is fre- 
quently intersected by meandering streams. Those of the Kika- 
poo, on a branch of which I am situated, are limpid, and water 
the finest and richest meadow land Lever saw. Of timber there 
is in many places a deficiency, yet not so great as to occasion des- 
pair. Having no occasion to use it for fuel, there is in most 
instances sufficient to furnish fencing, till hedges can be reared, 
and also to build’ with in conjunction with brick, which can be 
made from excellent clay, and sand stone, which abounds. Find- 
ing a number of sections similar to the above described, although 
mostly scattering from each other, in township ten North and six 
East, unoccupied, I have petitioned Congress for a pre-emption 
right to the same, and for a grant of a few sections by way of gift, 
to encourage me inthe great work before me. 


‘Friday, November 18, 1836.—I had written thus far in my let- 
ter when I was called to leave home for Peoria, by observing the 
advertisement of the Boston and New-York Land Company, 
which purported to embrace and offer for sale the two quarter 
sections (three hundred and twenty acres) which cover in part 
the site selected for my college. On this important subject I 
had the pleasure of seeing and conferring with the Company’s 
agents. I told them, I thought it no more than reasonable, and 
matter of common justice, that something should be given by the 
Company to the institution; which, in the event of its being 
placed near their lands, would enhance their value some two or 
three hundred per cent. In this sentiment they heartily concur- 
red ; and said they would represent the matter to the Company 
in a favorable light, and insist on my terms of putting the insti- 
tution on the contemplated site, viz: the gift of the two quarters 
already named, and one more quarter of wood-land. Of course 
another condition of locating the Episcopal School, on the site 
mentioned, and of opening its doors as a public seminary of 
learning, is understood to be the grant of my petition to Con- 
gress. If I be not helped in this enterprise by the public, how 
can the public expect to share in its benefits? “When that which 
is a mere nothing is withheld, in a case where that trifle would 
be of such immense benefit, can it be expected that I go on 
otherwise than in a private way? I must be constrained to give 
up the idea of a public school, and confine my plan within the 
limits of a few educated in theology only. In this last event I 
shall have far less trouble, and perhaps the church will receive 
equal benefit. In either event taking place, I have proceeded, 
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I hope, with due caution. Tho Rev. Samuel Chase, of whose 
talents as a teacher so many are already convinced, and of 
whose soundness in theology I am well assured, is already ap- 
pointed to take charge of the institution, with a salary of six 
hundred dollars per annum, and is expected from Springfield, 
with his family, in a few days. 

November 20.—Mr. Chase and his family have just arrived at 
the Robins’ Nest. He is in good spirits, and devoted to the 
cause I have in hand. May God direct us both in the path of 
truth and duty ! 

I should mention, that while in Peoria, about the land, the 
good tidings came that my goods had arrived. This is true, 
with the exception of one bale, containing some valuable articles 
of bedding. The books for the library were but little injured, 
In all they amount to about seven hundred volumes from Eng- 
land. 

You see I have purposely avoided saying any thing upon suf- 
ferings by sickness and trouble, and yet I might tell you, with 
great truth, a sad tale in this respect. But God has so signally 
been present with us in all our distresses, that 1 have rather 
cause for joy than grief.’ We have a home, though but three 
months old ; and are contented, though in a wilderness. I have 
paid many a visit, and preached, where never before a minister 
of any denomination has officiated; and in the neighboring vil- 
lages my face is not a stranger. I have good hopes that several 
churches will spring up around us. The prospects at Tremont, 
where I have paid two visits, are flattering. Imperious neces- 
sities have confined me at home, building my Robins’ nest, for 
the preservation, during the coming inclemencies of winter, of 
my half-fledged young ones. In the spring I hope to be on the 
wing again. May the good God ever bless you, and prosper 
our beloved Church through Jesus Christ. 


FROM THE REY. J. BATCHELDER, MISSIONARY TO JACKSONVILLE, 


Jacksonville, December 8, 1836. 

Since I last wrote to you, nothing of importance, in regard 
to myself or congregation, has transpired. : 

I now write you particularly in behalf of our suffering Church 
in Rushville. I a few days since received a letter from one sof 
the most active and efficient members of that Church, a few ex- 
tracts from which I take the liberty to transmit to you, sincerely 
hoping, and devoutly praying, that the appeal for aid thus made 
may not be in vain. - 

“Our Church,” he says, “has been ready for consecration 
since August; and notwithstanding a great emigrant increase In 
our number, the first sermon is yet to be preached in it. We 
have had no services but lay reading, since the visit of Bishop 
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Kemper, and Mr. Johnson, in January last. Here is a congre- 
gation of Churchmen, who have built a temple for the services 
of their God, and are daily with outstretched hands entreating 
our clergy to fill it, and yet their voice cannot be heard. They 
have written letter after letter to the Missionary Committee ; 
that Committee have advertised our applieation, but in vain. 
We have written to our venerable and beloved Bishop, but our 
letters being unanswered, are, we fear, not received. Do, dear 
sir, write for us to the Domestic Committee, and ask them to 
advertise again. 1 have troubled them so often, that I am 
ashamed to ask again. I think we could make up a salary of 
about four hundred dollars per annum. Should it be at any 
time convenient for you to send us a passing clergyman, or to 
come yourself, for God’s sake do so. The service will be 
acceptable to God, and most gratefully acknowledged by a suf- 
fering congregation.” 

Is there, dear sir, no qualified minister of the church, who will 
cheerfully enter upon this interesting and important field of labor, 
now that the primary and most difficult part of the work, attendant 
on the establishment of a new congregation, has been accomplish- 
ed? Rushville is the county seat of Schuyler County. Its location 
is pleasant and healthy. Although of but a few years’ growth, it 
has a permanent population of more than a thousand people. It 
is but twelve or fourteen miles from Hlinois river. It possesses 
many advantages for business, and will always be an important 
point. I am satisfied, that whatever Episcopal clergyman goes 
and labors there, in the Spirit of his Divine Master, will expe- 
rience a rich compensation. 


MISSOURI. 


EXTRACT OF A LRETTER FROM THE RIGHT REY. DR. KEMPER, MIS- 
SIONARY BISHOP. 


St. Louis, November 29, 1836. 

I have been cherishing the hope, built, I thought, upon a good 
foundation, that the Rev. Messrs. Walker, Greenleaf, and others, 
would join me in the West before December. The intelligence 
of this week informs us, that the two I have named are else- 
where settled. Of these frequent disappointments, what should 
I say? I may be cast down, and patience will, doubtless, have 
its perfect. work, but I am not discouraged, On the contrary, 
the conviction strengthens, that we have acted right in aiming 
high, by endeavoring to establish a Literary and Theological 
School. The subject has occupied much of my attention since I 
have been here, and has detained me to the present hour in 
St. Louis. The preliminary measures were settled, I trust, last 
night, and I now hope in a few days to visit Indiana. I beg 
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leave to refer the Committee to an account of our transactions 
thus far, in relation to the establishment of a college, which I 
shall forward in a day or two, to Mr. John P. Stagg; and I wish 
particularly to say, to several members of the Committee, whom 
I need not name, that their aid in forming a code of laws and 
regulations, for the government of the institution, is earnestly 
requested. Printed copies of rules in their possession, and of 
which they approve, I should be happy to receive by mail, To 
a subject so important as the due government of a college, I have 
heretofore paid very little attention, and yet it is possible 
that my influence in such a measure may be exercised in more 
than one case. My most excellent friend, the Rev. S. R. John- 
son, wrote me from Lafayette, Indiana, under date of the 11th 
inst: ‘ The Methodist Conference, which lately met at Indiana- 
polis, was to decide upon the location of their college. The 
citizens of Lafayette were so anxious to have one here, that 
they subscribed (the subscribers generally were not Methodists) 
twenty thousand dollars, payable in five equal annual instal- 
ments; and besides five acres, worth three thousand dollars, 
right on the town, were offered by a gentleman of the county. 
The Conference argued that Lafayette was to be a busy com- 
mercial town, and on that account preferred Greencastle, in Put- 
nam County, below Crawfordville. Iam told that if the Epis- 
copalians were to make an effort for an Episcopal College, at or 
adjoining Lafayette, the subscriptions would not only be con- 
tinued, but increased five thousand, or so, more.’ You may 
readily imagine that I am anxious to visit Lafayette as soon as 
possible. 


FLORIDA, 


FROM THE REY. ROBERT DYCE, MISSIONARY TO KEY WEST. 


Key West, Florida, November 22, 1836. 

Soon after receiving your letter acquainting me that the Domes- 
tic Committee of the Board of Missions had appointed me their 
Missionary to Key West, I made arrangments for leaving St. 
Augustine. I was obliged to go by Charleston, to have an oppor- 
tunity of getting the packet, and was detained there some time 
by contrary winds. I landed here on the 27th of August, after 
a passage of twelve days, and was received with every demon- 
stration of respect and attention by the leading friends of the 
Church. To see a minister of their own persuasion, whose ob- 
ject was to minister to their spiritual wants, appeared to be a 
peculiar gratification to them, after the long vacancy of the Mis- 
sion. The Society may be assured that Ishall, with the divine bles- 
sing, heartily co-operate with them in any prudent and practicable 
method of disseminating here our holy faith in its purest form. 
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This Island was first settled in 1821 by gentlemen from Mo- 
bile. It had previously only been the resort of pirates, or of 
fishermen employed in supplying the market of Havana. It 
soon became a place of importance from its peculiar situation. 
The general government almost immediately made it the rendez- 
vous of the squadron engaged in the suppression of piracy; and 
to the facilities afforded by its harbor, and other natural advanta- 
ges, Commodore Porter, who had the command of the forces 
so employed, attributed to a considerable degree the happy result 
which attended their exertions. In consequence of the great 
exposure to which the men were subjected, the want of many 
necessaries, and almost all the comforts of life, and other causes, 
sickness made its appearance to a great extent among those on 
the station, and the prejudices which arose against the place, in 
consequence, materially affected its advancement, and still exer- 
cises an undue influence upon the minds of persons at the North. 
Capital and enterprise are kept away; and even at this day, al- 
though nearly sixteen years have elapsed since its settlement, 
the spare population does not exceed, during the most busy sea- 
son of the year, six hundred; to which probably one hundred 
may be added as the average of the seamen generally in port. 
The principal employment of the people is commerce, connected 
with the wrecking business on the Florida Reef; although the 
soil is susceptible of cultivation, and will produce all the tropical 

lants and fruits (with a few exceptions perhaps) in perfection. 
he Island contains about two thousand acres ; being about four 
miles long, and varying yery much in breadth. 

The first step towards obtaining the settlement of a clergyman 
on the Island was taken in 1831. A large proportion of the 
members of this community have, in early life, received their 
impressions of religious worship among denominations of Chris- 
tians other than those composing the Protestant Episcopal 
Church; but as they are willing, for the general good, to yield 
their personal predilections, and have generously done so for the 
purpose of procuring a congregation, a clergyman of the Episco- 
pal Church was with great unanimity preferred. The first appli- 
cation, made through the Right Rey. Bishop Onderdonk, of New- 
York, proved unsuccessful. In December of 1832, the Rey. 
Sanson H. Brunot, deacon, of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 
came here for his health; and after service on Christmas day, 
the first step was taken towards the formation of a congregation, 
by those present signing an act of association to form a congrega- 
tien to be governed by the rules and canons of our Church ; and 
an act of incorporation was subsequently obtained from the legis- 
lative council of the territory, under the title of “ The Rector 
Wardens and Vestrymen of St. Paul’s Church, Key West.” 
The services of Mr. Brunot were well attended, and from his 
amiability and intelligence, he was generally liked ; but his health 
was so bad that he was only able to officiate three or four times 
and left the Island in May of 1833, merely living to get home, 
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In consequence of the suggestion of Mr. Brunot, application 
was made to the Missionary Society, and the services of the Rev. 
Alva Bennet, of the Diocese of New-York, were obtained, princi- 
pally through the exertions and influence of Thomas N. Stanford, 
Esq., of New-York city. Mr. Bennet, however, was not pleased 
with the climate, and this and other causes induced him to return 
to the North, after a residence of about five monihs. 

As far as my limited experience extends, there is a general 
desire in this place to be informed on religious subjects. It 
is much to be regretted that by some the Lord’s day has ap- 
peared no otherwise distinguished than as a day of greater idle- 
ness and dissipation than the rest of the week. Many of them 
appear to be fully aware of the influence which the regular per- 
formance of divine service exercises upon the morals and deport- 
ment of all communities, and they have been anxiously seeking 
a respectable minister of the Gospel, who might be induced to 
reside permanently with them upon such terms as it was in their 
power to propose. I have performed divine service regularly at 
the court-house on Sunday, to very devout congregations, the 
audience giving the most respectful and marked attention to the 
services; and I have good ground for the belief that it is on the 
advance in those graces which mark the Christian character, and 
which adorn the doctrine of our blessed Lord and Saviour. I 
have administered the holy communion once to four devout and 
pious individuals, baptizedtwo children, solemnized one marriage, 
and officiated at one funeral. I superintend regularly a very 
interesting Sunday-school of about fifty scholars. A few Bibles, 
Testaments, Prayer Books, and some good Tracts, are very much 
wanted for gratuitous distribution. I feel no hesitation in saying 
that Key West is among the most important Missionary stations 
within the civilized portion of our country ;—from the peculiar 
circumstances of the population—far removed from every place 
where religious services mark the return of the sacred day of 
rest—composed of persons who have been brought up in confor- 
mity with the opinions of almost every denomination of Chris- 
tians, yet united in their attendance upon the services of the 
Episcopal Church. 

The Vestry have been anxious to erect aneat and substantial 
stone Church, but God has been pleased, in his wisdom, to delay 
this undertaking, and I am afraid, without considerable assistance 
from other members of our communion, there are but faint hopes 
of this desirable object being accomplished. May I request the 
favor of you, my dear Sir, to use your influence with the Domes- 
tic Committee of the Board of Missions, and the friends of the 
Church, in raising a little money for this destitute and neglected 
place? I presume $800 or $1000 might be raised here towards 
building a Church. A suitable lot, belonging to the estate of 
the late J. W. C. Fleming, of New-Bedford, Massachusetts, has 
been generously offered for the purpose. The Reef is entirely 
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destitute of religious instruction, there being at ordinary times 
several settlements on different islands ;—at Key Vacas, about fif- 
teen families ;—at Indian Key, about eighty inhabitants. Whenthe 
company of artillery arrives, (now under orders, s0 soon as the 
Indian war will admit of their withdrawal from the field,) some 
~ arrangement might be made to have the Missionary officiate also as 
chaplain to the station. It is very probable also, that in the course 
of a few years a branch of the naval establishment on the Gulf 
will be located here, and the population be much increased, ren- 
dering the services of a Missionary far more necessary even than 
they are at present. I have reason to believe that the Vestry will 
contribute something to my support; but at present I have 
received nothing, and as the inhabitants have to import all their 

rovisions, the common necessaries of life are enormously high. 
tried been obliged to commence teaching during the week, 
which occupies me five hours a day, but will not at all interfere 
with my clerical duties. 


FOREIGN: 


FROM THE REY. J. PAYNE, MISSIONARY TO WESTERN AFRICA, NOW 
ON A TOUR IN MARYLAND, PREPARATORY TO HIS DEPARTURE. 


Port Conway, King George County, Va., Jan. 2, 1837. 

“T commenced my collecting tour the first of September, and 
made the first effort in Chestertown, Kent County. I proceeded 
thence up the Eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay, through the 
Counties of Kent and Cecil, to Elkton, at the head of the bay ; 
thence down the western shore through Harford, and a part of 
Baltimore County, and arrived in Baltimore in time to comply 
with a request of the Secretary and General Agent, to consult 
with him and Rev. Dr. Savage, about an outfit of the latter. 
Having been advised by one of the clergy of Baltimore to defer 
making an effort in that place until some subsequent period, I 
passed on through Anne Arundel, Prince George, the upper 
part of Calvert, St. Mary’s, and Charles’ Counties. From the 
fast mentioned counties, I crossed the Potomac river on the 22d 
of December to King George, my native county, to visit an 
afflicted parent. In this tour I have preached every Sabbath, 
except one, at least once, frequently twice, and whenever cir- 
cumstances justified it, during the week; this, however, did 
not often occur, as I found it impracticable in the country, in 
most Cases, to get congregations on any other day than the Sab- 
bat j, & circumstance which retarded my progress very much, as 
it obliged me generally to spend one week in every parish. I do 
not know, however, that this is to be regretted, as it affords me 
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an opportunity of mingling more with the people, and thus of 
giving more particular information concerning the Mission, than 
it was practicable to do in the compass of a public address. I 
haye visited twenty-one parishes. At present I shall only state 
the whole sum subscribed and collected, my expenses, and a few 
facts which show that there is an increasing interest in at least 
some of the parishes, which have been visited. 

The whole sum collected and subscribed is $918 56, of which 
$564 39, is collected, and $372 17, is subscribed, and to be for- 
warded to me in two months. My expenses, exclusive of the 
purchase of a horse, (which, as I hope to sell at nearly original 
cost, will be little or no expense to the society,) have been up to 
this time, $45 81. As the Committee may be a little surprised 
that any of this money is subscribed, it may be proper to state 
that | was compelled to adopt this method, from not being able 
_ to give notice of my visit, in many instances, before the day on 
which I preached. The whole sum above stated falls far short 
of my own expectations, though not that of individuals acquaint- 
ed with the state of feeling in the diocese, with whom I consult- 
ed previous to commencing my tour. As was anticipated, I have 
found every where great professions of interest in our Mission, 
and almost every where a disposition to give. But the misfor- 
tune has been, that those I have visited have not previously 
learned to give. It were the greatest injustice, however, not to 
record a few honorable exceptions. First among these is Ches- 
ter Parish, under the charge of the Rev. Clement F. Jones; in 
his Church I collected upwards of $50. This too was given by 
systematic Christians, who, though few in number, give annually 
to various benevolent objects, more than $500. In Trinity 
Parish, Upper Marlborough, also, there is a deep interest in the 
African Mission. The young ladies of this parish, a short time 
previous to my visiting them, had formed themselves into a 
‘Working Society, for the benefit of this Mission, and in about 
two months had raised $42. They expected to support one 
Missionary. Other instances of a similar character might be 
given, but I have not space to do so. Sorry indeed, however, 
should I be, did I believe that’ in eternity, the $900 which have 
been raised, will be all to appear as the fruit of the last four 
months’ labor. No, sir, so sure as ignorance of the claims of the 
miserable heathen has been the cause of the apathy of the 
Christians, whom it has been my privilege to address, so sure 
will the knowledge of these claims, which my feeble efforts has 
imparted, excite an interest which will be felt by generations yet 
unborn, and cause many a heartfelt prayer to follow me and my 
fellow laborers in the field to which we go. I start in a few days 
in prosecution of my labors to Washington.” 
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FROM THE REV. L. B. MINOR, MISSIONARY TO AFRICA, NOW ON A 
TOUR IN VIRGINIA, PREPARATORY TO HIS DEPARTURE. 
‘ 
Richmond, January 4, 1837. 

““ My reception has uniformly been hospitable. Discourage- 
ments have been mingled with comforts. One person said with- 
in my hearing that we had no intention of going to Africa. For 
bitterness of soul I could have wept. 

“A poor widow came to the road-side, to put in my hand 
twenty-five cents. She said it was all she had, but her prayers 
should go with it, and as she spoke, tears ran down her care- 
worn countenance. I said within myself, surely God, who hath 
opened the heart of this widow, will never permit his servants to 
want.” 


NEW ZEALAND. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


This Mission, which has been sustained with such persevering 
faith by the Church Missionary Society, continues to be cheered 
with evidences of the divine blessing. 

The islands (two in number) are each about six hundred miles 
in length, and are estimated to contain in all about one hundred 
and eighty thousand inhabitants. The Mission was commenced 
in 1815, in the northern part of the most northern of the islands. 
The proverbial ferocity of these islanders is well known, but it 
would seem they have not discovered any marked aversion to 
civilization as a people. There were at the last report nine sta- 
tions, seven Missionaries, twenty catechists, and two printers with 
their families, in all fifty-five European adults, connected with 
the Mission. The New Testament has been translated and in 
part printed, besides the Liturgy and other books and tracts. 
Though the southern portion of these Islands has not as yet had 
the benefit of Missions, about forty-five thousand of the inhabit- 
ants were more or Jess under the influence of the Missionaries. 
Hight hundred adults have been taught to read, four hundred 
more are now under instruction, besides two-hundred-and-fifty in 
the infant schools. Extracts from the Missionary Register are 
subjoined, showing the progress of this Mission. It will be seen 
that each station is a central point, having several native villages 
connected with it, where the Missionaries and Catechists labor 
either statedly or occasionally, The Wesleyan Methodists have 
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one station in the island also at the northern part. The liturgy 
is also used by them. These comprise the Missions in New 
Zealand. The history of Missions among these”islanders hap- 
pily proves the adaptedness of a form of worship for an uncivil- 
ized people. Captain Jacob, of the East India service, who 
visited the stations in 1833, observes, never did I witness a more 
attentive, orderly and devout congregation, even in a Christian 
country. The whole congregation appeared to join in the sing- 
ing and in the responses and repetitions of our excellent liturgy, 
with the greatest possible propriety and devotion; indeed, so in- 
tensely interested was I im the service, that it was with consider- 
able difficulty I could suppress my feelings when the notes of 
the organ were almost drowned by the full burst of these native 
worshippers, who, from having once been savage cannibals, were 
now uniting in the praises of God: The whole of the service; 
with the éxception of the’psalms, was in the New Zealand lan- 
guage. [Ep.] 
MR. KING: 
Tepuna, January 5, 1836. 

IT have visited the surrounding natives on Lord’s day after- 
noons, while my son John has had school with the men and boys 
in the settlement, and Mrs. King and our daughter, with the 
females. Prayer, the school, and the instruction of the natives, 
have been attended to on week days. Our natives have, appa- 
rently, attended on the daily means of grace, with more thar 
usual interest. 

February 16.—At Warengaere and Tangitu, the natives have 
built two places of worship, of their own accord. They have, 
in general, morning and evening prayers, and catechize each 
other, and those who may occasionally visit them. When I go 
there on the Lord’s day, they assemble, young and old, and joi 
in prayer and praise, and hear God’s holy word with attention, 
May He give His blessing and make it effectual. 


MR, JAMES KEMP. 


Kerikeri, July; 1835. 

In the last six months, ] have made four Missionary visits 
to the natives of Wangaroa, and on the north coast; which 
visits occupied twenty days. The natives of the different vil- 
lages, at which E called, expressed themselves ged in having: the 
opportunity afforded them of hearing the word of God. There 
are services on the Lord’s day and at other times, when visited, 
Two new rush chapels have been built in the last six months, at 
the expense of the natives, for the purpose of holding service 
on the Lord’s day. 
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MR. C. BAKER. 


Paihia, November, 1835. 

Blessed be God! the glorious cause of Christ continues to 
flourish in the land. At no former period of the Mission were 
our prospects so good as they now are. God has owned his 
word, having crowned it with his blessing. There has been a 
considerable stir among the natives of the Kauakaua. A good 
number from this place have been received by the ordinance of 
baptisms, and there are others pressing to be received. The 
Kauakaua party now assumes the appearance of a well organ- 
ized church. The gospel has done much for this place; it has 
united parties that were estranged to each other; it has elevated 
the female character, making the wife a companion for the hus- 
band ; and has awakened a concern in both for the welfare of 
their children. The services of the Lord’s day are regularly ob- 
served, when whole families attend divine worship. The morn- 
ing service begins at nine o’clock—afterward, the most promi- 
sing young men moye out, to give instruction to the surrounding 
villages. About half an hour after the morning service, the bell 
rings for catechism, when old and young attend. Catechism 
being concluded, all who are able to read, read a chapter or two. 
The school concludes with a hymn and prayer, and disperses, 
when at three o’clock the natives assemble again for the after- 
noon service. 

March, 1836.—The natives in connection with this station are 
increasingly desirous of regular instruction. Numerous applica- 
tions have been made for books, and for some one to ale them 
the Gospel. We are, however, greatly assisted in our work by 
some of the young men living at the Kauakaua, who itinerate 
many miles along the southern coast, and into the interior, to 
Mangakahia and the Wairoa. Much of our time is taken up in 
holding conferences with these young and interesting men. 
We cannot visit every native settlement ourselves; but by the 
assistance of these natives we can hold communion with all, who 
are desirous of the word of life. These teachers frequently bring 
parties to our station from a distance of forty miles. They are 
so simple minded, that they think a great work has been accom- 
plished if they can prevail upon their hearers to pay us a Visit ; 
and that visit is considered as an implicit acknowledgment of the 
truth of the Gospel. 

The Kauakaua Christians form an interesting community. The 
work of God is evidently going on among them. Attention to 
the means of grace is good and regular; and many have disco- 
vered a spirit of industry, which, to my view, indicates a great 
improvement. European clothes are becoming more general ; 
most of the Christian natives have supplied themselves with them. 
The habits of the females are strikingly altered for the better - 
their choice of dress is good ; they prefer those things which are 
plain and serviceable, rather than those of gaudy show. You 
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wiil, I think, agree with me, that these things indicate a decided 
improvement : they prove that Christianity has done something. 

A change for the better has taken place at Waikari, a large 
native settlement, where the Gospel has often and long been 
rejected. The natives have at length given it a reception. A 
neat native Chapel has been put up, and a teacher is among them : 
there is a prospect of good there. We have regular services 
at the Kororarika Church, in native and English. 


REV. W. WILLIAMS. 


Warmaie, June, 1835: 

The religious services in the station and in the neighborhood 
are conducted as heretofore ; and it is with much gratitude that 
the Missionaries are able to testify, that the blessing of God 
continues to follow them in this part of their labors. At most of 
the villages, service is regularly conducted in the Chapels, either 
by European or native imstructors. There have been baptized 
during the year, nineteen men, fifteen women, and eighteen chil- 
dren. The adults who had been baptized were not admitted 
to this ordinance until after careful and frequent examination, 
and giving to their instructor sufficient reason to believe that 
they had become the subjects of repentance from dead works, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. It is with continued thankful- 
ness to Almighty God, that we can bear witness to the consistent 
walk and conversation of most of those who bear the Christian 
name. The reality of the name is evidenced by their love and 
harmony among each other, and by a desire to promote the best 
interests of those around them. There are, however, many 
eases in which, though the general conduct may accord with 
the principles of the Gospel, there is much apathy and indiffer- 
ence. 

The number of inquirers after truth continues to increase ; in- 
deed, so much has this been the case, that the Missionaries have 
felt the necessity of using extreme caution in receiving their pro- 
fessions ; fearing that they may often proceed from a desire to 
conform to the views of their neighbors, now that an avowal of 
their principles ceases to draw upon them shame or reproach. 
Still it must be confessed, that among this class a decided change 
has taken place, which is continually advancing. This is indi- 
cated, not merely by a total cessation from war, but also a dis- 
continuance of those petty quarrels among themselves which 
were formerly of very frequent occurrence. 


MR. G. CLARKE. 


November, 1835, 
The demand upon our time, by the inquiring natives from our 
different congregations, is very great. I have had sometimes my 
house beset, before day-break, by natives coming for instruction : 
they think nothing of coming the distance of ten miles, and some 
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twenty miles. How different our work now is to what it was a 
few years ago, when we were obliged to go from house to house, 
entreating the people to give us a hearing, and begging of them 
to assemble for instruction! About eighty natives sat down with 
us to the Lord’s table, where we last met to commemorate the 
dying love of Christ: these have been gathered from among the 
little congregations which Messrs. Davis, Hamlin, and myself, 
have collected, and among whom we have been scattering the 
seed of eternal life for the last five years. We have, indeed, 
often gone forth weeping, greatly cast down at times; but the 
Lord is, I hope, now giving us to see that our labor cannot be in 
yainin Him. As an instructor of the heathen, often, very often, 
am I led to exclaim, who is sufficient for these things ? 


MR. R. DAVIS. | 


Waimate, December, 1835. 

Our neighbors, those not connected with the sea-ports, are 
civil, courteous, honest and teachable. Locks and boits are but 
little used, and are but little needed. Working tools are safe, 
although lying in all directions. Ten years ago, a person scarcely 
dared to lay a tool down, as it was almost sure to be stolen; and 
even outside pockets were dangerous, as things were taken from 
them. 

Yesterday, [had a hundred and sixty-one persons with me, to 
converse on the state of their souls. ‘We are now often engaged 
in this way: in fact, these calls upon my time have been made 
so often, that I have been obliged to set apart one day in the 
week for these religious exercises. 

January 3, 1836—Being Sacrament Sunday, one hundred 
and six native communicants attended from the surrounding vil- 
lages. On Tuesday last, one hundred and fifty-four religious 
visitants attended the Catechetical Meeting. Latterly I have 
set apart Tuesday in every week for the special purpose of meet- 
ing the candidates belonging to the congregations. 1 will sub- 
join a few of their expressions. One said— My heart looks 
continually to the living spring, and is continually sorrowing after 
it. The knowledge of God produceth peace. Satan often comes 
to tempt; but he, I hope, will always find my heart firmly fas- 
tened to Christ.” Another—* Let the door which shuts up m 
heart be broken.” Another said—‘ From the very root of soul, 
I desire the forgiveness of my sins ; and am seeking earnestly the 
light which cometh from heaven. When I am at home, some- 
times my mind is lifted up by the spirit, and my heart and soul 
take their flight to the love of God. My soul rejoices in and 
sorrows after God. Satan possesseth strength to follow me; but 
the oes Spirit possesseth me with strength to enable me to flee 
from him.” . 
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MESSRS. PUCKEY AND MATTHEWS. 


Kaitaia, June, 1835. 

We have each in turn on the Lord’s day, visited the natives 
in the villages, and held divine service at the station. Our 
Chapel continues to be crowded on Sundays, many of the people 
coming the distance of six miles. The natives of the villages 
also gladly receive us: many of them assemble, and anxiously 
await our arrival. 

Six weeks of our time, with that of our natives, were spent in 
cutting a new road from Kaitaia to Waimate. The distance 
through the forest is thirty-four miles; which, with ten miles of 
open country at either end, will make the whole length fifty-four 
miles. 

January, 1836.—Here I would observe, that the New Zea- 
landers use very figurative language, which seems rather singu- 
lar to Europeans. After asking one how he felt, he said 
“The Holy Spirit has begun to dig at the top of my heart, but 
works downward very slowly.”’ Another said, “I think my heart 
is sometimes left to itself, that it may see its own insufficiency. 
This, I believe, is often the case with me. The ways of man 
are not like the ways of the Lord ; man would not spare his only 
son for the sins of others, especially for those who were his ene- 
mies.” J asked athird, if he had any payment that he could offer 
to the Lord for his sins. He considered for a minute, and then 
said, “If I had any thing to offer of my own, Christ would not 
have been crucified.” ; 

We find that in examining candidates for baptism, the utmost 
scrutiny is needed as there is one great evil to be feared—lest 
religion should become fashionable. It has been remarked, that 
our Haki (Church) is ahard one; as we do not baptize till the 
persons have been candidates a long time, and have manifested a 
very good character. We have also found that tribes who live 
at a great distance from us, and who are not visited regularly, 
very often connect many superstitious ideas with the doctrine of 
the Gospel, which we have to contend against. The word of the 
Lord, I am happy to say, is beginning to show its genial effects 
among the natives of this part; yet their old habits seem to fall 
away only a little at a time. 

Weare living in peace with all the natives, and they are living 
in peace with one another. Not one life has been lost among the 
Rarawa, by fighting, since we have lived here. Our natives are 
this day busily employed in the erection of a large rush Chapel; 
our present Chapel being crowded during service, and numbers 
standing outside. It is a most pleasing sight to see different tribes 
pouring into the settlement on the Saturday evening, to he ready 
on the Lord’s day, from the distance of four, six, and eight miles, 
and this constantly ; this shows that the word of the Lord is pre- 
cious tothem. When we first came among them, it was far dif- 
ferent : no one would seek us out; but we rode sixteen and 
sometimes twenty miles, to preach to a few people. 
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MR. DAVIS. 


Waimate, December, 1835. 

The mill is a great source of comfort to us; and the natives 
are beginning to feel the benefit. Yesterday, Indian corn was 
brought ten miles to be ground. ‘ 

At this time, I have by me in sheaf, not less than eight hundred 
bushels of wheat; six hundred of which have been grown this 
year. I expect, also, to be able to purchase not less than two 
hundred bushels from the different growers: so that we haye at 
least a twelvemonth’s supply of flour, for the whole Mission, 
within our reach. 


March 9.—ULast week a dreadful conflagration took place 
in the settlement : four native houses were burnt, during a very 
heavy gale of wind, within sixty yards of two wheat stacks and 
a barn full of grain. The wind mercifully blew the fire from the 
ricks, or nothing could have saved the whole of my premises, 
which would have been a loss of nearly £2000. 

[The more recently formed stationsin advance towards the South, 
exhibit the remaining marks of savage character instrong contrast 
with the peaceful scenes noticed in the previous extracts. The 
following describes a successful attempt of Mr. Fairburn to prevent 
the murderous designs ofa native chief.] “ Koinake, achief whose 
delight is in shedding blood, was then getting his canoe in readi- 
ness to proceed to the others, with his party, secretly in the night, 
in order that he might have the first opportunity to glut his re- 
venge without restraint.” [After narrating a rapid excursion, 
partly by land and partly by water, to apprize the unarmed and 
unsuspecting party of forty women, of their danger, Mr. F. 
coede| “We quickened our pace, and on reaching the rising 
ground, saw a native who proved to be Koinake loading his dou- 
ble barrelled gun. Shortly after, several others made their a 
pearance. I could only compare them to so many blood Wounds 
scenting their prey. Mr. Wilson, with our guide, passed on in 
another direction, toward the canoes, to warn them of their dan- 
ger, while I turned to face Koinake and his party; at the same 
time doubtful as to the issue, through our interference in this 
matter. I found him rather civil, and conversable. Among 
other questions, he asked if I supposed that he had come there 
to kill any body. I replied, that his asking me such a question 
would imply that he had. He seemed restless and impatient ; 
asked if I had seen any natives in the neighborhood; and at 
length turned in the direction of the poor women, with all his 
party, twenty-three in number ; twenty-one of whom were armed 
with muskets or double barrelled guns. I followed close at 
their heels, with feelings more easy to be conceived than des- 
cribed. We now travelled as fast as the wretched roads and 
swamps would allow; it raining also heavily at the time—In 
about ten minutes, we came in sight of a recent built native 
house: the foremost made a rush toward it, while those in the 
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reat pushed on. This was to be the crisis of their fate; and 
never shall I forget my feelings when, as I came up to Mr. Wil- 
son, he said, “ All is right : they have just passed out of sight 
among the rushes.’ Thus was Satan foiled, and his emissaries 
completely frustrated, through the blessing and mercy of God 
on this memorable occasion. Koinake has been by no means 
idle, as we have had at least two hours start of him. Had he 
been an hour earlier on his way, in all human probability it 
would have ended in the murder of those poor creatures, who 
so fortunately escaped. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 
KEY WEST. 


We would call the attention of our readers to the very inte- 
resting report of our Missionary at Key West, which may be 
found in this number, under the head of “ Official Correspon- 
dence.” No one can read it without having his sympathies 
awakened for the hitherto spiritually destitute on that remote 
island. Cut off, as they have long been, from all religious privi- 
leges, with what joy must they have welcomed the messenger of 
peace and salvation ! 

It gives us great pleasure to state that some, at least, who 
have been made acquainted with their condition and wants, have 
evinced a strong desire to relieve them. <A respected friend and 
brother clergyman in Charleston, South Carolina, who is always 
forward in every good word and work, thus writes to the Secre- 
tary and General Agent of the Domestic Committee :—“T am 
especially in hopes that we will help you, by helping the infant 
Church at Key West, which you have placed under the care of 
the estimable Mr.'Dyce. It is my wish and intention to bring 
their wants to the view of my people, as soon as they get 
together again after the Christmas holidays.” 

Are there not some others who will take a lesson from our 
brother in Carolina, and “ go and do likewise ?” 


CALL FOR MISSIONARIES. 


We earnestly ask the attention of our brethren of the clergy 
to the letter of the Rey. J. Batchelder, in the present number. 
It comes with a Macedonian cry for help. At Rushville, Illinois, 
the “county seat” of Schuyler county, a village “ pleasaut and 
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healthy,” with “a permanent population of more than a thor 
sand people,” “a congregation of Churchmen have built a tem- 
ple for the services of their God, and are daily with outstretched 
hands entreating our clergy to fill it, and yet their voice cannot 
be heard.” They offer a salary of $400 per annum; which, 
together with the allowance made by the Domestic Committee, 
would afford a clergyman a comfortable support. Is there no 
one, who, on reading this thrilling appeal, will say to the Com- 
mittee— Here am I, send me!” 


LARGE CONTRIBUTIONS. 


A collection was made for Domestic Missions iv St. Ann’s 
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., on Sunday morning, November 20th, 
amounting to seven hundred and seventeen dollars ;—on Sunday 
morning the 11th of December, a collection of one thousand and 
twenty-two dollars was made for the same object in the Church 
of the Ascension, in this city ;—and on the morning of Sunday, 
January 8th, a collection for Domestic Missions of nearly eight 
hundred dollars was made in St. Thomas’s Church. These are 
believed to be the largest plate collections which have ever been 
made, by any congregations of our communion, to the cause of 
Missions. It is gratifying to see the rich thus casting in “ of their 
abundance” into the treasury of the Lord, and we cannot but 
hope that their example will be followed by many other congre~ 
gations, equally wealthy, in this and other large cities. Such 
instances of liberality are indeed rare; shame on us, as Chris- 
tians, that it should be so! When will the Christian learn to 
give as God hath prospered him ? When will he learn to look 
upon his riches as a ¢rwst, or loan, for the improvement of which 
he must hereafter render an account? When, in short, will he 
learn to give, not only his gold and his silver, but to “ present his 
body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is his 
reasonable service ?” 

In recording these instances of munificence in several of our 
wealthiest Churches, we do not forget that some feeble country 
parish may have far exceeded them in the measure of their 
bounty ; nay, that some “ poor widow” among them may have 
“cast in more than they all.” While we rejoice at the success 
which has thus far attended the appeals of both the Secretaries 
and General Agents of our Board of Missions, and bless God that 
he has so graciously disposed the hearts of Churchmen to this 
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gloricus work, we entirely agree with a Rey. brother in South 
Carolina, that “the tendency of the day is to rely upon human 
agency; and the number of dollars collected is apt to become a 
greater object of anxiety, than the number of souls converted ;” 
and we yield a hearty amen to his “fervent prayer, that our 
Church may be kept from this and all other evil tendencies, and 
that she may imbibe the spirit, as well as retain the order of the 
apostles.” ‘I rejoice,’ he adds, in a letter to the Domestic 
Secretary and General Agent, “to see the success with which your 
agency has seemed to be thus far crowned, and'I hope that our 
people at large are giving you, and through you, the Church, 
something better than their dollars and cents, even their earnest, 
frequent prayers.” To this last wish we also respond from the 
heart; believing, as we do, that without prayer, all our efforts 
and all our alms will be utterly vain. It is the Saviour’s com- 
mand—may it find a willing obedience in every Christian breast. 
Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that he would send forth laborers 
into his harvest. , 


SECRETARY AND GENERAL AGENT OF THE DOMESTIC 
COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary and General Agent of the Committee for Do- 
mestic Missions intends (Deo volente) visiting several of the 
Churches in Maryland and Virginia, during the months of Febru- 
ary and March, for the purpose of presenting to them the claims 
of the domestic department of our Missionary operations, and 
soliciting aid to its funds. He hopes to be able to visit most of 
the principal cities between Philadelphia and Norfolk, Virginia. 


MISSION TO AFRICA. 


The evidence of increasing interest in this Mission will be 
highly gratifying tothe Church. The Missionaries now waiting 
for the spring expedition, to embark for Cape Palmas, have been 
diligently employed in visiting many of the parishes of Maryland 
and Virginia, in order personally to present the subject of Afri- 
can Missions. And when it is recollected that much of their 
course has hitherto been through the smaller parishes, the receipt 
of about $2000 by Mr. Minor, in Virginia, and more than $900 
by Mr. Payne, in Maryland, is most encouraging evidence that 
the cause of Africa is coming near to many hearts, and that the 
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Church will be sustained, and her Missionaries encouraged, in this 
Mission. We have made but a beginning, and from the indica- 
tions already given of a prayerful spirit, there is no doubt but the 
hearts of many others will be stirred up to become laborers in 
the work of evangelizing Africa. To claim this, however, the 
Church must be thankful for what God is now doing. We refer 
to the head of Correspondence for the letters of these Missiona- 
ries, and especially call attention to a sewing circle of young 
ladies in Trinity Parish, Upper Marlborough, Md., who intend to 
support one Missionary. This Mission and its branches is in- 
tended by the coming spring to embrace six or seven individuals, 
involving an expense which cannot be less than 4 or $5000 per 
annum. 


MISSION TO CHINA. 


We are called to record the early decease of Mrs. Lockwood, at 
Batavia, on the 9th of August last, after a painful illness. A 
Missionary from infancy, Mrs. L., the youthful daughter of the 
Rey. Mr. Medhurst, gave promise of a long and useful course. 
The few particulars that are known to us are principally before 
the public. Mr. Medhurst, however, now in England, is ex- 
pected in this country in a few months, when we may hope to 
obtain a sketch of Mrs. L.’s brief history from a father’s hand. 
Let the Christian endeavor to realize the extent of this unexpect- 
ed bereavement to our afflicted Missionary, and seek in prayer 
for him, those spiritual consolations which are not confined to 
any land, and come from a power that reaches unto all, and is 
not slow to answer. 


THE REV. W. J. BOONE APPOINTED TO CHINA. 


Since our abstract was put to press, the Foreign Committee, 
at their meeting on the 17th, appointed Mr. Boone Missionary to 
China. The qualifications of Mr. B. are so peculiarly adapted for 
this field, that the Committee, after a long and prayerful conside- 
ration, have acceded to his ardent wish to labor among the Chinese. 
Mr. Boone is known to many who will rejoice in this accession to 
the China Mission. He is from the Diocese of South Carolina, 
and after passing through the Seminary at Alexandria, entered 
upon the study of medicine to prepare himself for his expected 
labors. He is soon to receive the degree of M. D., and will be 
prepared to embark in May or June. On entering upon such a 
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service, he looks for the prayers of the Church, and we feel that 
he will not look in vain. If ever the Missionary cause demanded 
of its friends to retire to the closet, and there remember whence 
alone their help can come, it is now in the case of China. God 
has said at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow. An earthly 
monarch has now declared that faith in Jesus is forbidden under 
the severest punishment. The Christian cannot long doubt who 
shall triumph, but God, we may feel assured, will be inquired of 
in this thing. The promise is to Christ and his Church. He 
shall not fail nor be discouraged till he have set judgment in the 
earth. The Christian Church in prayer can open China, for God 
will then be with her, 


UPON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK LET EVERY ONE OF YOU LAY 
BY HIM IN STORE AS GOD HATH PROSPERED HIM. 


St. Paul. 


Giving on system rather than by impulse merely, is, no doubt, 
practised to some extent both by churches and individuals. 
Scripture has emphatically enjoined it, and our Church has re- 
minded her members of its propriety. There is, however, a 
wide difference between merely having a plan, and adopting that 
which, under all circumstances of the case, shall be the best. 

“‘ The Spirit of Missions,” by recording occasionally successful 
plans of systematic parish charities, as actually in operation, may 
strengthen the faith of some. It is true, that no general rule 
can be adopted, suitable to all parishes; and still more evident 
is it, that no system, however perfect, can avail much, unless the 
heart itself is in the work. At present we notice with pleasure 
the printed Reports of ‘‘ The Association of ——— Church for 
the Promotion of Christianity,” and would present some of the 
facts there stated. We give this instance, not as perfect in its 
plan, or unusually great in the amount, or as an example in the 
scale of distribution, but simply because it is the only one that 
we have hitherto met with in print. Some valuable hints may 
be gathered from it, though more information concerning’ the 
mode of collections, and the evidence of some plan of “ weekly 
offerings,” would have been acceptable. 

This association is a Parish Society, having (the Rector as its 
President) its Secretary, Treasurer, and Board of twenty Direc- 
tors, whose names are given. It has also a female branch. “It 
contemplates the concentration of the benefactions of allthe stated 
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worshippers of the Church, to the religious objects specified in 
the Constitution” “into one Treasury.” Each donor may spe- 
cify the object he would aid, but if this is not done, the directors 
are to appropiate. Application is systematically made to each 
member of the parish for such contribution as he may see fit to 
give to the promotion of Christianity; the following objects 
receive aid. The distribution of the Seriptures, of the Book of 
Common Prayer, and of Episcopal Tracts. The support of Sun- 
day Schools. The Domestic and Foreign Missions of the P. E. 
Church, and the education of young men for the ministry of the 
same. 

The Association collected in 1833, (its first year,) $1887 55— 
1834, $1944 32—J835, $2173 01—1836, $2682 10, In addi- 
tion to these sums, collections haye been taken up in the congre- 
gation to a considerable amount. A permanent scholarship fund 
for the General Seminary has at the same time been raised, 
amounting to $2000. 

The Board of Directors, in their printed Reports, do not give 
the amount subscribed by each individual, but publish a list of all 
donors, of whatever amount, both in the male and female branch, 
and then announce the donations thus: 1835, 


1 of $200 8 of $20 

3 se 1006 3 4p 15 

1 ae 80 1 ae 11 

3 $s 50 10 es 10 

2 oe 40 16 2 5 

2 4 30 13 of smaller amounts. 
5 a 25 


Number of contributors for 1835, Male 68—Female 113 
1836," B87 2 148 
The appropriations for 1835 are for the following objects. The 
Report for 1836, is not yet printed, 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church. 


For China, 700 
Greece, 300 
Africa, 50 


Green Bay, 200 $1250 00 


General Sunday School Union, P. E. C. 
[Stereotype Fund,] : ‘ 100 
Extinction of Debt, 100 200 00 


P. E. Missionary and Education Society of the 
Diocese Missionary Branch, ; 100 
Education, 100 200 00 
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P. E. Tract Society, : ; $100 00 
Sunday Schools of Church, ; , 227 70 
Support of four young men pursuing a course 
of classical education, with a view to the 
ministry, 500 27 
$2477 97 


The printed Reports of sixteen pages each, containing also some 
appropriate remarks, setting forth the claims of each object aided 
by the contributors. These reports, we presume, are carefully 
circulated among the congregation. The Reports recommend 
systematic offerings, family contribution boxes, &c. 

When a parish is exchanging the practice of occasional pub- 
lic contributions for a plan of systematic offerings, we are aware 
that many difficulties will occur; much time will be required be- 
fore any plan can be fully carried into effect ; there will be a 
question also, whether the public collections in Church should be 
abruptly relinquished or at any time wholly given up. On 
this subject we take the liberty of introducing some valuable 
suggestions, contained in a letter from the Right Rey. Diocesan, 
of New-Jersey, addressed to one of the editors, in reply to an 
application respecting contributions in that diocese for the 
General Missionary Committee. 


“ The plan of systematic charity to which you allude, is the 
established and universal usage of the Diocese of New-Jersey. Its 
excellence is well illustrated by the comparison of facts like these. 
“Missionary income of the Diocese as reported at the 


first Convention which I attended, (1833,) $132 00 
‘« Missionary income of the diocese, as reported at the 
last Convention, 1836. ‘ 1800 00 


“ Missionary income of the diocese, for the first six 
months, of the current conventional year, to 1st 
November, 1836, : ; : 1600 00 
“ Of this sum one tenth is appropriated to General Missions. 
It has always been and is my purpose to propose an increase of 
this proportion, and as soon as the apostolic plan (Paul, you 
know, is its author) can be brought fully to bear, to rely on it en- 
tirely for all the benevolent responsibilities of the diocese. J am 
not ignorant that the adoption in the mean time of other modes 
of application tends to delay the great consummation to which I 
look. Accordingly, I deem it my duty to merge as far and as 
fast as possible, all other modes of raising money in that. I am 
not yet prepared, kowever, to recommend their entire cessation. 
I have therefore given the most cordial welcome to the Domestic 
Secretary to all the parishes of the diocese, and 1 now extend 
it to his colleague in the Missionary work. 
“Thave no fears that you will take away too much money, 
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So far from that, I say habitually, the more money the people 
give in proper ways, and to proper objects, the better—the better 
for the Church, the better for them. To every proper applica- 
tion in my own little parish, I give the fullest acceptation. Iam 
often surprised at the sums raised here for building Churches, and 
other similar purposes; and I always find that the more is given 
for them, the more liberal “ the offerings” are. There is never a 
month without some local application. We have had collections 
for general objects. The ladies have extended their patronage 
to Mrs. Hill, and yet our “offerings,” for the first three months of 
this year, were just equal to one half of the receipts of the last 
year.” 


This experience tends to confirm a very important feature in 
systematic charity ; that it does not necessarily preclude appeals 
for public collections. Many, we believe, have been deterred 
from adopting such a system through the fear of foregoing the 
collections in the congregation, by which alone aid had been pre- 
viously given to benevolent objects. 

We shall be glad to gather the fruits of further experience on 
this subject, especially the experience of a smaller parish. 


. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


Contributions received Ly the Treasurer of the Committee for 


Domestic Missions, from 15th December, 1836, to 6th January, 
1837. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
By the hands of the Rev. Titus Strong, weekly and monthly 
offerings, from St. James’s Church, Greenfield, for 
Domestic Missions generally, —- - - - $10 00 
By the same hands, contribution from Sunday-school chil- 
dren and teachers in St. James’s Church, for Bishop 
Chase’s Diocese, - - - - - 5 00 15 00 


RHODE ISLAND. 
From St. John's Church, Providence, by the hands of the 
Rey. Dr. Crocker, through Henry Cary, Esq., for domestic 


purposes, - - - 67 00 67 00 
VERMONT. 
From the Missionary Society, belonging to the Episcopal 
Church at Sheldon, by the hands of Mr. John A Piteh, 5 00 
¥rom a friend to Missions, by the same hands, - - 10 00— 15 00 


CONNECTICUT, 
From the “ offerings of Trinity Church, Newtown, for the pre- 
sent year,” for Missionary purposes in the Diocese of 
Michigan, by the hands of the Rey. Samuel C. Stratton, 20 00 
From the pry Mite Box, Hartford, - - * 3 97 
‘ Offerings” of the Church from Trinity Parish, Fairfield, for 
Domestic Missions, $454, and for general purposes ,$10 69, 15 23— 39 20 
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e NEW-YORK. 
Contribution in St. Andrew’s Church, New Berlin, Chenango 

county, 27th November, 1836, by the hands of the Rev. 

Mr. Carder, - - - - - - ‘(20 00 
From a Parishioner of Trinity Church, Geneva, for Domestic 

Missions, - - - - - - - 5 00 
From the Young Men’s Auxiliary Education and Missionar 

Society, by their Treasurer, Mr. William H. Dowtikeid, 

toward the support of a Missionary in Tennessee, under 

Bishop Otey, - - - - - - 1.2% 
Christmas collection in Christ Church, Hampton, and St. 

John’s Church, Poultney, Washington county, for general 


purposes, - - - - - 12 00 
From Mr. D. S. Kimball, Sackett’s Harbor, - - - 50 00 
Plate collection in St. Thomas’s Church, on Sunday morning, 

8th January, 1837, after sermon by the Rey. Mr. Dorr, - 608 42 
From Christ Church Association, for the Promotion of Chris- 

tianity, by their Treasurer, Mr. W. H. Vermilye, - - 40 00— 947 [2 

NEW-JERSEY. 
Collection in St. Peter’s Church, Perth Amboy, on Thanks- 

giving day, 15th December, 1836, for Domestic Missions, 

by the hands of the Rev. James Chapman, through 

Swords, Stanford, & Co., - - 7 50 


Collection in Trinity Church, Swedesborough, on Monday 
evening, 19th December, 1836, after sermon by the Rev. 
Mr. Dorr, - - - - - <p rage: 25 90 

Collection in St. Paul’s Church, Camden, on Sunday evening, 
18th December, 1836, after sermon by the Rev. Mr. Dorr, 11 65 

From the Sunday-school of St Paul’s Church, Paterson, for 
Green Bay, through Swords, Stanford, & Co. - - 500— 49 15 


MARYLAND. 
From Mrs. Catherine J. Magruder, by the hands of the Secre- 
tary and General Agent of the Foreign Committee for 
Missions in Bishop M‘Ilvaine’s Diocese, “a New Year’s 
offering from the children of the Female Sunday-school 
ef Chnst Church, Georgetown, D.C. — - - - 12 00 


VIRGINIA. 


“Weekly offerings of a Physician,’ for Domestic Missions, 
through Henry Cary, Esq., Treasurer of the Committee . 
for Foreign Missions, - - - - = 268— 2 68 


Total, $1010 95 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The Treasurer of the Foreign Committee acknowledges the receipt 
of the following contributions, from the 15th December, to the 
11th January. 

MASSACHUSETTS, 


Error in the acknowledgment of remittance from Rev. T, 
Strong, Greenfield, in December number: it should be 
from a Friend to Missions, $3 00 — Weekly and monthly 
offerings, $14 50. 


RHODE-ISLAND. 


By the hands of the Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Providence, the amount contributed by 
that Church for the Greek Mission, - . - $24 00 

General purposes, - 2 Me - - - 159 00 

By the hands of the Rev. W. H. Purviance, Rector, the amount 
of collection made at the “monthly concert” in Christ’s - 
Church, Lonsdale, - - - - - - 10 00— $193 00 
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CONNECTICUT. 

By the hands of James Swords, Esq., Treasurer of the Do- 
mestic Committee, the “ offering” of Trinity Church, Fair- 
field, received by him from the Rey. Nathaniel E. Corn- 


well, Rector of that Church, - m 
NEW-YORK. 
From a Parishioner of Trinity Church, Geneva, for general 


urposes,  - . - - - 
Pion Miss J. E. P., of Fredonia, for Mission to Crete, - 
By the hands of W. H. Townsend, Esq., Treasurer of the 
Young Men’s (Auxiliary) Education and Missionary Soci- 

ety, being the second payment towards the support of the 
first Mission to Africa, - - - - - 
From A. H. C., of Schenectady, for China Mission, - = 
From an anonymous benefactor, being the amount of his 
pledge for 1937, through the hands of the Rev. Secretary 
and General Agent, - - - - - 


NEW-JERSEY. 


By the hands of the Rev. J. Chapman, Rector of St. Peter’s 
Church, Perth Amboy, being amount of a collection for 
Foreign Missions on Thanksgiving day, - - - 


MARYLAND. 


By the hands of Mr. John P. Austin, the annual subscription 
of the Rev. Charles C. Austin, Baltimore county, - 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


By the hands of the Secretary and General Agent, from Mrs. 
Catherine J. Magruder, of Georgetown, fora set of prints, 
left with her by Mrs. Hill, - - : « 

From Mrs. Ridgely, for the Greek Mission, - - = 

From Miss Brewer, for the Greek Mission, - - - 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


By the hands of the Rev. David McElheran, Rector of St. 
Helenaville, St. Helena Island, from the following ladies 
and gentlemen, as annual subscribers to Foreign Missions 
for he sum affixed to their names res sie 

Benjamin Chaplin, Esq., 5; Mrs. B. Chaplin, 5; Paul Chap- 

in, Esq. 5; William Chaplin, Esq., 5; Fripp, 
Esq., 5; Mrs. E. Fripp, 5; Captain Fripp, 5; Mrs. A. 
E. McElheran, 10; Miss T. C. McElheran, 5; Rev. 
David McElheran, 15; The Ladies’ Working Society of 
St. Helenaville for the present year, $35 00 - - 


: 


LOUISIANA. 


From — Lovell, Esq., of New-Orleans, through C. P. 
Leverich, Esq., being an appropriation of $200 to the 
cause of Foreign Missions, made by him on Good Friday 
last, with interest thereon, - - - - 


OHIO. 


By the hands of the Rev. William Preston, from Christ Church, 
Cincinnati, for general purposes, - - . - 
From the Female Mission Society of Columbus Parish, for the 
Greek Mission, = - - - - - - 
General purposes, - _- - - - - 
China Mission, - - - - - = - 
By the hands of Mrs. E. H. Bailhache, fiom the Female 
Bible and Prayer Book Society of Trinity Church, Colum- 
bus, to be appropriated to the purchase of the Scriptures 
for the Chinese Mission, - - - - - 


Mrs. Hill begs to acknowledge, through the Treasurer of the 
Foreign Committee, the receipt of 9/. 2s. 6d., through the 
kindness of Mrs, McGregor, of Liverpool. 


$11 62 
5 00 
1 00 
150 00 
10 00 
50 00— 216 00 
7 50 
15 00 
5 
5 00 
1 00 
10— 700 
100 00 
209 90 
20 00 
30 00 
3 00 
3 06 
3000 86 06 


Total, $845 18 


